
Agenda Item: 5 Meeting 
Date: 4/30/26 

Item: 2026 Legislation of Interest 

Item Summary: The following bills have been identified as legislation of interest, including SB 
1304, for which the Executive Committee has taken a Support position and 
is now presenting to the Board for ratification, and AB 2096, for which the 
Board has already taken an Oppose position. 

AB 1558 (Arambula) - Staff Recommended Position:  WATCH 
Title: Uniform Emergency Volunteer Health Practitioners Act 
Status: Scheduled to be heard before the Senate Health Committee on 4/21/26. 

This bill would establish a volunteer health practitioner registration system overseen in this 
state by the Emergency Medical Services Authority that would facilitate registered out-of-state 
volunteer health practitioners practicing in California without a California license. The relevant 
boards may restrict the services that may be provided by such volunteers. Boards may also impose 
administrative sanctions both on California licensees volunteering in other states and out-of-state 
volunteers practicing in this state. 

AB 1775 (Ward) - Staff Recommended Position:  WATCH 
Title: Veterans 

Status: Referred to the Assembly Appropriations Committee on 4/7/26. 

This bill would restore benefits and status to veterans who were discharged from the armed services 
solely as a result of Executive Order No. 14183, banning transgender people from military service, 
issued on January 27, 2025. For the Department of Consumer Affairs, this would primarily affect 
licensure expediting for these individuals. California licensees volunteering in other states and out-of-
state volunteers practicing in this state. 

AB 2096 (Pacheco) - Board Position:  OPPOSE 
Title: Vocational nursing: respiratory care 
Status: Referred to Assembly Business and Professions Committee on 3/9/26.  No hearing 
scheduled. 

AB 2096 would roll back recent statutory and regulatory changes related to the performance of 
respiratory care by licensed vocational nurses, effectively removing established guardrails and 
reintroducing greater flexibility in how respiratory care tasks may be performed by unauthorized 
personnel, raising concerns about consistency, oversight, and patient safety. 
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AB 2551 (Elhawary) - Staff Recommended Position:  WATCH 
Title: Health care coverage 

Status: Referred to Assembly Appropriations Committee on 4/9/26. 

This bill would, among other things, expand workforce data collection by licensing boards to include 
information on whether providers are contracted with health plans and the types of insurance they 
accept, with the overall goal of improving insight into behavioral health access, affordability, and 
network adequacy. 

SB 1226 (Ochoa Bogh) - Staff Recommended Position:  OPPOSE 
Title: Respiratory tasks 

Status: Referred to Senate Business Professions and Economic Development and Education 
Committees.  No hearings scheduled. 

This bill would authorize individuals in school settings, if they have the qualifications and meet 
specified requirements for providing specialized physical health care services to an individual with 
exceptional needs, to provide a defined set of basic respiratory services to those individuals. 

SB 1304 (Wahab) - Position To Be Ratified: SUPPORT 

Title: Respiratory Care Practice Act: examination requirements 
Status: Scheduled to be heard before the Senate Business Professions and Economic Development 
Committee on 4/20/26. 
This is the sunset review bill for the Respiratory Care Board. The bill will: 

• Establish mandatory suspension and subsequent revocation of a license upon conviction of 
specified serious felonies, with provisions to rescind if the conviction is overturned. 

• Extend the Board’s sunset date from January 1, 2027, to January 1, 2031. 
• Update licensure examination requirements to align with the National Board for Respiratory 

Care’s Registered Respiratory Therapist (RRT) credential. 
• Clarify and expand exemptions allowing licensed vocational nurses (LVNs) to perform basic 

respiratory care tasks in defined settings under Board standards. 
• Increase the license renewal fee ceiling amount and remove outdated provisions to maintain 

fiscal stability. 





Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		5_leg.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		Respiratory Care Board







 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 2



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 0



		Passed: 30



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

